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Week of February 2, 1987 


BROCK ANNOUNCES $3.5 BILLION 
FOR JOB TRAINING EMPLOYMENT SERVICE PROGRAMS 


WASHINGTON -- Secretary of Labor William’E. Brock has announced a total 
of $3.5 billion in allotments to the states for 1987 under the Job Training 
Partnership Act (JTPA) and the Wagner-Peyser Act. The JTPA allotments total 
$2.8 billion; funds for state public employment service activities under the 
Wagner-Peyser Act total $755 million. 


In accordance with the 1987 Appropriations Act, the JTPA 
funds ($2.8 billion) will provide the states with the necessary 
resources to operate local employment and training programs for 
economically disadvantaged adults and youth, summer youth 
employment program participants, dislocated workers, and those 
with special barriers to employment. The funds are for program 
year 1987 (July 1, 1987 through June 30, 1988). 


Under the Wagner-Peyser Act, $755 million is provided for 
public emplcyment service activities through program year 1987. 


“We are planning more innovative and resourceful ways to ~ 
prepare our nation's unemployed for substantive jobs," Brock 
said. "Through JTPA, and our network of state employment 
security offices, we want to provide not only skills for today's 
labor market, but for increasingly technological jobs as the 
turn of the century approaches," he said. 


The JTPA funds are authorized under Title II-A (program for 
the economically disadvantaged); Title II-B (the Summer Youth 
Employment Program); and Title III (the dislocated worker 


program). The Summer Youth RPP rORPPRE Program funds are for the 
1987 calendar year. 


Allotments to states are determined, on a formula 
basis, according to state unemployment levels. Attached is a 
list of allocations to states for Titles II-A, II-B, and III; 


and for preliminary planning estimates under the Wagner-Peyser 
Act. 


### 





Week of February 2, 1987 


SEMERAD ANNOUNCES JTPA PERFORMANCE RESULTS 
FOR PROGRAM YEAR 1985 


WASHINGTON -- Assistant Secretary of Labor Roger D. Semerad said that 
60 percent of economically disadvantaged persons who completed the Job 
Training Partnership Act (JTPA) program for the economically disadvantaged 
(Title II-A) entered unsubsidized employment last year. 


Figures released also revealed that 68 percent of 
dislocated workers who completed training under JTPA (Title III) 
also entered unsubsidized employment during Program Year 1985 
(July 1, 1985 through June 30, 1986). 


“The data show that JTPA continues a high rate of success 
in placing disadvantaged persons into productive jobs," Semerad 
said. “Not only did placement rates improve, individuals are 
remaining employed much longer and continue to progress in their 
jobs. Overall, this evidence tells us that JTPA is fulfilling 
its mission.” 


Semerad said the department is currently examining other 
issues concerning youth employment and program expenditures. 
Those issues include more emphasis on skill retraining for 
dislocated workers; improved expenditure levels in both (Title 
II and III) programs by states; and emphasis on improving the 
average wage of program participants at placement into 
employment. “Expenditure rates are clearly the most pressing 
concern and one which the department and the states are 
currently examining. The other issues raise questions which 
will receive increasing attention from the department during the 
year," according to Semerad. 


The data released are primarily obtained from the Job 
Training Longitudinal Survey, covering Program Year 1985. 


### 





WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2, 1987 


OSHA ISSUES PAMPHLET ON INSPECTIONS 


WASHINGTON -- The U.S. Labor Department's Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration has announced a new pamphlet to give the general public key 
information on the agency's workplace inspections. 


The 16-page booklet,entitled "OSHA Inspections," explains in detail 
what happens when an OSHA compliance safety and heaith officer inspects a 
workplace, , 


The booklet is divided into five parts: inspection priorities; 
preparing for the inspection; the inspection process; inspection results; 
and appeals process. 


It outlines the agency's response to imminent danger situations, 
workers' complaints, employers’ rights, the review process and other 
pertinent details which all workers should know. 


One free copy of "OSHA Inspections" (OSHA 2098) is available from the 
OSHA Publications Office, Room S-4522, Third St., and Constitution Ave., 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20210; telephone (202)523-9667. A self-addressed 
envelope or a label with the sender's address should be enclosed. 





WEEK OF FEBRUARY 2, 1987 


OSHA REMINDS EMPLOYERS 


OF FEBRUARY POSTING REQUIREMENT 


WASHINGTON -- Employers with 11 or more employees are reminded by the 
U.S. Labor Department's Occupational Safety and Health Administration to 
post from Feb. 1 to March 1 the total number of job- related injuries and 
illnesses that occurred during 1986. 


To fulfill the requirencnt,, employers need to post the last page or 
right-hand portion of the OSHA Form 200, “Log and Summary of Occupational 
Injuries and I]Inesses." The form must be posted in areas where notices to 
employees are customarily posted. 


The OSHA Form 200 includes the information on the type of injury or illness, 
the extent, and outcome. This information serves several functions in carrying 
out the OSH Act: (1) aids compliance safety and health officers in conducting 
inspections and investigations; (2) provides a basis for a statistical program 
which produces reliable injury and illness incidence rates; and (3) aids 
employers and employees in identifying factors that cause injuries and il]nesses 
in the workplace. 


Establishments having no injuries and illnesses during 1986 should enter 
zeros on the total line and post the form. The person responsible for preparing 
the annual summary must certify that the totals are correct and sign the form. 


Firms must also notify employees who move from worksite to worksite, such as 
construction workers and employees who do not report to any fixed establishment 
on a regular basis. Employers must give a copy of the summary to any of these 
employees who are on the payrol] during February. 


Employers with 10 or fewer employees are exempt from federal OSHA injury and 
illness recordkeeping and posting requirements. -As of Jan. 1, 1983, employers in 
certain statistically safe industry groups were also exempt. Exempted industries 
are designated by their Standard Industrial Classification Codes (SIC) as follows: 
retail trades (SIC's 52-59, except 52, 53, 54); finance, insurance and real 
estate (SIC's 60-67); and service industries (SIC's 70-89, except 70, 75, 76, 79, 
and 80). 


Exempted employers remain eligible for selection by the Labor Department's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics to participate in an annual statistical survey. Al] 
employers covered by OSHA must continue to comply with pertinent safety and 
health standards and must report within 48 hours to the nearest agency office all 
accidents which result in one or more fatalities or in the hospitalization of 
five or more employees. 


Copies of the OSHA Form 200 are available from the OSHA Publications Office, 
Third St. and Constitution Ave., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20210, telephone: - (202) 
523-9667. 


### 





Week of February 2, 1987 
REAL EARNINGS IN DECEMBER 1986 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings decreased 0.9 percent from 
November to December after seasonal adjustment, according to preliminary 
data released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of 
Labor. This decrease stemmed from a 0.1 percent decrease in average hourly 
earnings and a 0.6 percent decrease in average weekly hours, and a 0.2 
percent increase in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W). 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the payroll 
reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of both full-time 
and part-time workers holding production or nonsupervisory jobs are 
included. Real average weekly earnings are calculated by adjusting 
earnings in current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 0.7 percent between December of 
1985 and 1986 as a result of a 1.6 percent increase in average hourly 
earnings, which was partially offset by a 0.9 percent decrease in 
average weekly hours. After adjustment for a 0.7 percent increase in the 
CPI-W over the same period, real average weekly earnings increased 0.1 
percent. Before adjustment for seasonal change and deflation by the 
CPI-W, average weekly earnings were $308.87 in December 1986, compared 
with $306.59 a year earlier. 


THE HOURLY EARNINGS INDEX 


The Hourly Earnings Index (HEI) in dollars of constant purchasing 
power decreased 0.3 percent between November and December. Compared with 
a year earlier, the HEI increased by 1.1 percent. 

The HEI excludes the effects of two types of changes unrelated to 
underlying wage rate movements--fluctuations in overtime in manufacturing 
and interindustry employment shifts. 





Week of February 2, 198/ 


THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--DECEMBER 1986 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
rose 0.1 percent before seasonal adjustment in December to a levei of 331.1 
(1967=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of. the U.S. Department of Labor 
reported. For the 12-month period ended in December, the CPI-U has increased 


1.1 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) also rose 0.1 percent in December, prior to seasonal adjustment. The 
December 1986 CPI-W level of 325.7 (1967=100) was 0.7 percent higher than 
the index in December 1985. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.2 percent in December, 


about the same as in other recent months. In December, prices for food and 
most automotive expenses, other than gasoline, rose less than in the previous 
month. This moderation was essentially offset by a turnaround in prices for 
energy and household furnishings and operations and a larger increase in the 
index for medical care. 


For the 12 month period ended in December 1986, the CPI-U advanced 1.1 percent. 
(Over-the-year percent changes are not seasonally adjusted.) This compares with 
increases of about 4 percent in each of the preceding 4 years and was the smallest 
annual change since a 0.7 percent rise in 1961. The sharp drop in energy prices--down 
19.7 percent--was almost entirely responsible for the deceleration in the overall 
index in 1986. Excluding energy, the CPI-U increased 3.8 percent during the past 12 
months, compared with increases of between 4 and 4.5 percent in each of the prior 4 
years. The food index advanced 3.8 percent in 1986, largely reflecting an upturn in 
meat and poultry prices. Shelter costs, however, rose somewhat less in 1986 than in 
recent years, increasing 4.6 percent. The index for all items excluding food, 
shelter, and energy continued to slow. Within this group, however, price movements 
for commodities and services continued to be different. Charges for these other 
services remained in the 5 to 6 percent range; while other goods prices rose only 1.4 
percent in 1986. The rates for these groups during the past 5 years are shown below. 


Percent changes 
12 months ended December 


1983 1984 1985 1986 


All Items 
Energy 
Energy commodities 
Energy services 
All Items less energy 
Food 
Shelter 


All items less food, shelter, 
and energy 

Other commodities 

Other services 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 2/2/87 
CPI P.2 


The housing component rose 0.3 percent in December, after declining 
slightly in November, reflecting a turnaround in the indexes for both fuels 
and household furnishings and operations. Among fuels, prices for fuel oil 
and natural gas turned upward--up 1.1 and 0.1 percent, respectively--more 
than offsetting a 0.2 percent decline in charges for electricity. All three 
major household fuel components, however, registered declines during the 
12-month period ended in December. Fuel oil prices dropped 33.4 percent in 
1986 and were 40.4 percent below their peak level of April 1981. Charges 
for natural gas and electricity declined 5.8 and 1.5 percent, respectively, 
during the past 12 months. Among other utilities, charges for local 
telephone services declined 0.6 percent last month but rose 7.1 percent 
during the 12 months ended in December. Charges for interstate toll calls 
however, declined 9.5 percent, while charges for intrastate toll calls, rose 
0.4 percent in 1986. The 0.6 percent increase in the index for household 
furnishings and operations followed declines in each of the 2 preceding 
months and was its largest monthly rise since February 1985. Shelter costs 
rose 0.2 percent in December, the same as in November, and advanced 
4.6 percent during all of 1986. 


The transportation component rose 0.3 percent in December, following an 
increase of 0.5 percent in November. An upward turn in gasoline prices was 
more than offset by smaller increases, or larger declines, for most other 
private transportation expenses in December. Despite a 0.7 percent rise 
last month, gasoline prices were 30.7 percent lower in December than a year 

ago and were 38.7 percent below their peak level of March 1981. New car 
prices rose 0.6 percent in December, following increases of 0.8 and 0.9 
percent in October and November, respectively. The 5.8 percent advance in 
new car prices during 1986 was the largest calendar year increase since a 
6.8 percent rise in 1981. Automobile finance charges rose slightly in 
December, but by substantially less than in the preceding 2 months. Despite 
an 8.5 percent increase in the fourth quarter, autombile finance charges 
declined 7.3 percent in 1986. Used car prices also declined--down 0.8 
percent in December and 5.1 percent in the past 12 months. Automobile 
insurance costs continued to increase, but by markedly less than during most 
of 1986--up 0.1 percent in December and 11.8 percent in the past 12 months. 
The index for public transportation advanced 1.3 percent in December, 
principally due to a 2.6 percent increase in airline fares. Public 
transportation costs rose 6.0 percent in 1986. 


The food and beverage index rose 0.2 percent in December, following a 
0.5 percent increase in November. Grocery store food prices were unchanged 
in December. Declines in the indexes for meats, poultry, fish, and eggs and 
for other foods at home offset small increases in the other grocery store 
food groups. Prices for beef, pork, poultry, and eggs each declined in 
December, but increased during the year. Pork prices, which were unchanged 
in 1985, rose 15.5 percent. Poultry prices also advanced substantially in 
1986, increasing 9.8 percent. In contrast, egg and beef prices rose only 
slightly in 1986--up 1.0 and 0.6 percent, respectively. The December 
decline in the other food at home component was largely due to a drop in 
prices for nonalcoholic beverages. Among other major grocery store food 
groups, fruit and vegetable prices increased 0.1 percent in December to a 
level 1.4 percent above a year ago. Fresh fruit and vegetable prices, 


-more- 
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however, advanced 3.5 percent in the past 12 months, while prices for processed fruit 
and vegetables declined 1.1 percent. The other two components of the food and 
beverage index--restaurant meals and alcoholic beverages-~-each rose 0.4 percent in 


December. 


The medical care component rose 0.7 percent in December to a level 7.7 percent 
above a year ago. In December, the index for medical care commodities--prescription 
drugs, nonprescription drugs, and medical supplies--rose 1.1 percent. The index for 
medical care services increased 0.7 percent, with the cost of physicians’ services and 
hospital rooms up 0.7 and 1.1 percent, respectively. Physicians' services rose 7.8 
percent in 1986 and charges for hospital rooms, 7.7 percent. 


The index for apparel and upkeep was unchanged in December, after registering 
increases in each of the preceding 5 months. Price declines for clothing items, 
reflecting widespread seasonal sales, were offset by a moderate increase in charges 
for apparel services. Despite advancing at a 4.4 percent annual rate in the second 
half of 1986, the index for apparel rose only 0.9 percent in all of 1986. Clothing 
prices advanced 0.4 percent and charges for apparel services increased 3.9 percent. 


The index for entertainment rose 0.3 percent in December, abcut the same as in 
recent months. For the 12 months ended in December, entertainment costs increased 3.4 
percent. Charges for entertainment services rose 5.4 percent and prices for 
entertainment commodities, 1.9 percent. ; 


The other goods and services component rose 0.3 percent in December to a level 
5.6 percent above a year ago. Increases in the indexes for tobacco and tuition and 
other school fees--up 6.0 and 7.9 percent, respectively~--accounted for about 
two-thirds of the annual increase. 


CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers rose 0.2 percent in December. 


Table B. Percent Chan 
Unadjusted 
Compound 
Expenditure Changes from preceding month annual rate 12-mos. 
Category 3-mos. ended ended 
June July Aug. Oct. Nov. Dec.| Dec. ‘86 Dec. ‘86 


All items 
Food and beverages 
Housing 
Apparel and upkeep 
Transportation 
Medical care 
Entertainment 
Other goods and services 
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Week of February 2, 1987 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. VEPARTMENT OF LARUR 


The Task Force of Economic Adjustment and Worker Dislocation was 
appointed by Secretary of Labor William E. Brock in October 1935. The 
2l-member task force includes representatives from government, industry, 
labor, academia and the private economic research community. 


# # # 


The public employment service is a nationwide system which provides 
services to individual seeking employment, and to employers seeking 
workers. The system also facilitates the match of job seekers and 
employers within and among the States and performs basic work test 
activities for the States’ unemployment compensation systems. 


## # 


The U.S. Employment Service and its affiliated state agencies 
administer a labor certification program required by the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. In fiscal 1984, approximately 31,000 applications for 
permanent and temporary labor certifications were processed. 


# # # 
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